
 
     CITY OF                        COUNCIL    
WASHINGTON               AGENDA  
   
   

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE  
APRIL 23, 2012 

5:30 PM 

 

 
 

Opening of Meeting 
 
Nondenominational Invocation    
 
Roll Call 
 
Approval/Amendments to Agenda 
 

1. Approve -  Beaufort County Water Districts I – VI request for three 
 additional easements to accommodate water transmission line installation in the 
 vicinity of the intersection of Third and Plymouth Street. (Page 2) 

2. Discussion  - Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction Reduction (Page7) 

3. Adjourn – Until Monday, May 14, 2012 at 5:30pm in the Council Chambers at the 
Municipal Building. 
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City of Washington

__

RO Box 1988, Washington, NC 278894988

MEMORANDUM

DATE: March 1,2012

TO: Mayor Jennings & Members of City Council
FROM: John Rodman, Planning & Development
RE: Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction Reduction

Extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) is the legal ability of a government to exercise
authority beyond its normal boundaries.

What is an ETJ?

Extraterritoria! Jurisdiction (ETJ) is a zoning “overlay” that allows a town to zone
areas outside its limits in order to plan for future growth. In North Carolina, the
state gives municipalities broad powers to control planning and growth for up to
three miles beyond their borders (up to one mile for smaller towns). NC General
Statutel60A-360(b) provides that the area chosen must be based on “existing or
projected urban development and areas of critical concern to the city, as
evidenced by officially-adopted plans for its development.” Smaller towns are
less likely to have ETJs than larger cities, but most North Carolina towns have
taken advantage of the statutory authority to exercise extraterritorial zoning.

Staff has been asked to investigate the procedure for possible reduction of the
Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) in the Washington area as requested. The areas
for the proposed reduction in ETJ limits are indicated on the map. Staffrecommendation is that the ETJ relinquishment be limited to these areas. The
adjustment will more accurately reflect the potential future growth patterns and
utility service areas of the City of Washington.

In researching this, it was determined that there is a procedure that is driven bythe North Carolina General Statutes, and that the following schedule is beingsuggested for Council consideration:

1) Present report to City Council

2) Planning Board Public Hearing
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3) City Council Public Hearing/Adopt Resolution

4) Establish effective Date for Offer to Relinquish

The North Carolina General Statute essentially provides for a sixty-day period
during which the City would maintain zoning jurisdiction over the area or until the
regulation of the area is adopted by the County, not to exceed 60 days.

A motion is needed to allow staff to proceed with the investigation of a possible
reduction in the City’s ETJ and approve the schedule as submitted.
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